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In an earlier report (G. Henle and W. Henle, J. Bacteriol. 91:1248, 1966) , results of immunofluorescence tests with cultured cells from Burkitt lymphomas were described, and evidence was presented that the small proportion of stainable cells might be those which harbor as yet unidentified herpeslike virus particles (M. shows that there were no significant differences among the various tribes; if anything, those with low frequencies of Burkitt tumors yielded slightly more positive sera than those with a higher incidence of lymphomas.
From the summary of present results (Table 2 ), it appears that the antibodies responsible for the staining reaction are found somewhat more frequently in sera from African control children than in those of American pediatric patients. This difference might be due to the fact that children under age 4 were included among the American donors. It antigen involved. The difference between the sera from Burkitt tumor patients and from African control children appears to be more significant, not only as to the frequency of positive results (100% versus 54%) but also with respect to the degrees of intensity of the reactions observed in these two groups. If the staining were indeed due to antigen(s) of the herpeslike virus observed in some of the lymphoma cells, the finding of mostly high titers of corresponding antibodies in all of the sera from Burkitt tumor patients thus far studied would suggest that this agent might play at least a contributing role in the etiology of the disease.
